
This activity uses photographs taken at a farm museum showing farming long ago and
photographs of farming in Maryland today.  Students will use photographs to identify
physical and human-made features and  explain that over time people continue to modify
the natural environment.  

1.  Cut sheets of 8 1/2” x 11” paper in half hot dog style and give each student two
halves.

2. Tell students to fold the long rectangles in half like a hamburger. 
3.  Next, take one half and fold the edge of the paper to the fold.  Turn the paper over

and fold the other edge to the fold.  Then repeat for the other half.
4.  Have students glue the two end pieces together and they will have an accordion book.

5. Give each student a copy of “Farming Long Ago and Today” photographs and a copy of
the two boxes at the bottom of this page.  Tell students to cut out the photographs
and sort them into two groups - “Long Ago” and “Today.”  Have students identify the
physical and human-made features they see in the photographs. Also have students
explain how people have modified the natural environment and how farmers move
goods.

6. Glue the photographs for “Long Ago” on one side of the accordion book and the pho-
tographs for “Today” on the other.

Photograph sheet explanation:
physical features - plain
human-made features - buildings (barns, broiler house, chicken house, factory, grain

storage center); cultivated land, irrigation system, windmill,
fences, road

modification to the natural environment - cleared land to plant crops, build buildings, dig
irrigation systems and use windmills to pump
water. 

movement of goods - tanker trucks pick up milk and take it to dairies, trucks take grain
to central storage areas, long ago milk was delivered to homes, and goods were moved by
horse and wagon from farms to market.  
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